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Quelt. 1. 


Hether there are any {uch things as 
connate or innate Idea’s ? 


Anfw. By Mt. Lock’s leave we 


give our Judgment that there are fuch things, and that 
thele ase che firft principles both of Science and Pradfice ; 
which we fhall endéavour to make good, from thefe 
following Arguments. 

r. If there are fuch Principles, or felf-evident Truths, 
wherein all men agree, unlefs fuch as are vifibly blind- 
ed with Prejudice or Folly, and that without the alf- 
fiftance ot Argumentation, or deductions from Reafon, or 
the injtrudtion of others, then there are Innate Idea's — 
But tuch there are —— Ergo, 

To prove there are fuch Truths, we'll inftance in 
three iuch, one in Practice, the other two in Science. 
The firft Speculative Idea is, That there is a God, 
which we fhall diftin@ly prove in Anfwer to the next 
Queftion, to be naturally infcrib’d on the Minds of men. 
The fecond we'll inftance in fhall be that felf-evident 
Truth, That a thing can’t be, and not be at the fame time ; 
which as foon as a Man underftands, the Terms mutt 
be affented to by any thing that’s Rational, becaufe no 
other than what he feels to be true in his own Mind, 
without any Inftrution from others. No Man need 
inform another in the Truth of fuch a propofition ; nor 
does he deduce it from Reafon, fince there is no prior 
principle whereby to prove it, and we may defie any 
man to prove any thing without it ; therefore ic re- 
mains only to be imprinted on the Mind as early as its 
very Being, fince it could come by it by no other me- 
thod: And the fame might be faid of feveral other /pe- 
culative Truths. 

For the moral Truth, or practical Principle, Wé 
choofe to inftance in that, Do as you'd be done by. This 
is found in all Nations, all individual men, as the rule 
of right, and direction of Praéice ; fuppofing ‘em, as 
we before faid, and which is but a fair Suppofition, 
not vifibly blinded with Prejudice or Folly. We are dil- 
courfing of Rational Creatures, not Brutes, or thofe who 
are in the fame Circumftances, either by weakne/s, or 
Vicious habits: A Brute can’t number, no more can a 
Fool, yet none that is not near a-kin to one of ’em, 
will for that reafon deny ita (elf-evident Truch, affent- 
edto by all Mankind, that 2 and 3 are evenand odd, 
and make 5, not 9, or 20; and the fame is to be faid 
of that other fpeculative Truth, A thing can’t be, and 
not be at the {ame time. And as Folly may render a man in- 
capable to judge of fuch a {peculative Truth, fo may pre- 
judice or vicious habits, of what we have aflerted tobe a 
practical one. It’s certain that fome men, and probable 
that even fome Nations may be fo barbarous as not ro 
be willing to allow this ruleto others, but we dare af- 
firm they'd very well like it themfelves, and appeal to 
ic if injur’d, an Argument ’tis ftill naturally in their 
minds, tho’ more obicurely and darkly under the cloud 
cr rubbith of long vicious habits. But thac this 1s natu. 
rally in all men, may further appear, becaufe all Navi 
ons have agreed to it, fuperior to any Laws, and ’tis 
indeed the Foundation of them, being no other than the 
ftandard of Equity and Fujtice. 

2. Our fecond Argument is this ~—~ If thefe Idea’s, 
complex innate Idea’s, Truths or Propofitions, be neceflary 
to che happinefs of Mankind, thea there muft be fuch 
implanted in his Nature: But the®are lo, therefore — 
The confequence is thus prov’d. Almighty God has 
given to all Creatures tuch tendency’s and Inclinations 
as are fufficient to make ‘em happy io that rank or order 
of Being wherein he has plac’d “em : Thus in Brutes he has 
fix'd feveral wonderful undoubted Inftin#s, which they 
neither learnt from Experience nor Insirudors ; Who taught 
the Lamb to find her own Ewe among a hundred, 


which its Mafter han’t the Wit todo? Or the Chicken 
to know and fly the Kite, before the has ever been eat- 
en by’t ? or every Beaft and Worm its proper Food and 
Phyfick, or the motion of their Mufcles, eicher general 
or particular; as chofe in the Eyes of fome Creatures, 
which are abfent in others? Now we can’t fuppofe 
God wou'd do lefs for Man than he has for Brutes, e 
[pecially fince he has given Men fome inftin@s and un- 
avoidable Mechanical motions, as well as their Interiors ; 
to inftance in one or two: Winking when any thing 
near the Eye, which Children will do, and no man can 
avoid; throwing themfelves upon an Aéquilibrium, 
when in danger of falling, and many others. Nor do 
we apprehend it difficult to prove the minor, thar 
fome fuch innate Idea’s are neceflary to the happine/s of 
Mankind Our Reafons are, becaufe without ‘em 
twere impoflible for Man either to know or do what 
wou'd conduce to his happinefs. Whence comes a!! 
Science but from Indudion, and whereon can that be 
grounded, or how afcertain’d without fome principles to 
which a daft appeal may be made, particularly that we 
have mention’d, That a thing can’t be, and not be at the (ame 
time ; which if not granted, overthrows all Scieuce as 
well as all Reafon: — Again, What Traffick or Commerce 
cou'd there be in the World, what dealings between 
Man and Man, without that moral Principle, Do as 
you'd be done by? the Truth of Which may be feen by 
moft of the Inconveniencies and Mif@hiefs in the World 
which arife from the obfcurity ofdépravation of this 
Principle by Intere/f or vicieus habiis. If ’tis faid thefe 
things may be argu’d from Reafon, we own it, as che 
Caufe may be climb’d to by the Effet ; but the moft of 
men have not thoughts fine enough tor drawing fuch 
Confequences, and yet further, no Confequence but muft 
have an antecedent or principle, from which ’tis deduc’d 
till we come to firft principles in fuo genere, which muft 
be granted, and thete implanted in the Mind, Mk:ural 
Conceffions or Impreffions teen by their own Light, or elfe 
there’s a proce{s to infinite. Nor cou’d Tiadition fuf- 
fice, for ftill it recurs, How came the firft man by thete 
Notions ; either they were innate, and then all his Of. 
{pring muft have the fame, as we fee in the particula¢ 
Inftinéts of Brutes, or elfe they'll fay, taught by God, or 
fome Angel: But fuppofing even that, there mut be 
fome principles fix'd before -That there is a God, thar he’s 
Good, that he won’t deceive, and perhaps feveral others 
however our firft principle of Science already pitch’d 
upon, otherwile there cou’d have been no intercour/s 
between God and Man, fince no Foundation for it ; and 
if this be granted, as we fee not how it can be either 
deny'd or carry'd any further, ic follows that the mind is 
nota pure Rafa Tabula, but that we have thefe firft 
‘re te thefe innate Notions we at firft affert- 
e 

a er 2. Is there any fuch thing as an innate Lea of 

oa? 

An|w. We queftion whether ‘twas ever made a Que. 
ftion, ull this wife Sceptical Age. We Anfwer in the 
Affirmative, and before a parcel of brisk Young men 
condemn us in gro{fs for producing fuch Arguments as 
won’t hold Water, for rhe Beinz of a God, we defire 
they'd be fo civil to Anfwer thote we here produce, in 
detence of that Opinion. 

Firft, The Confent of Enemies Tis known 
of Epicurus and his Herd, that they do, Verbis ponere re 

cllere Deum, pretend to own a God in word, but in rea- 
lity deny any fuch thing; a too true Charaéter, we 
doubt, of moft of our modern Deifts, who wou'd if 
they cou’d believe no God ; but fince they needs mutt 
believe one, wou'd fain have as lictle of him as poflible, 


and few or none but deny the Idea. However, in this 
they 
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they leave their Afafter, this being the very Argument 
that forc’d him to Complement Fupiter with a Corner 
of his atomical World. So Gaffendus imhis Syntagma, 
where he exprefles many of his Mafter’s Opinions bare- 
fac'd enough ; p. 34. “‘ Cumvero illud primum requiri, &c. 
“ When this is generally the firft thing enquired into, 
‘Whether there be any fuch thing as a Divine Nature, 
“ or God, it feems by no means to be-cali’d-in queftion, 
( Obferve his Reafon) “ Becaule Nasure it felf bas im- 
*pre{s’d this Nosion on the Minds of Men —then he goes 
on with another Argument, indeed but the confequence 
of the preceding, ( of which more anon ) “For what 
‘* Nation is there, or what Stock of Men, which has not 
without Teaching, fome fort of Anticipation of this Know- 
“ Jedge of God ? - 

Agen — Infitas Decorum, vel potius innatas cognitions 
habemus ; We have an implanted, ov rather innate Know- 
ledge of the Gods. From Enfemies we . 

Secondly, Come to Friends — and not to go far back, 
We affirm that che grea eft Men of our Mosern Ages, both 
Proiefta-ts and Catholicks, have made ule of th’s Argu- 
meat ot the Idea for the Being of a God, and thought if 
ore of the principal they had to enforce it: “Twere in. 
pylisle to reckon all — We'll begin with Bifhop An- 
dew, wlio in his Le€tures on the Commandments makes 
this the main Argument, fee p. 33. ‘‘ The Notions natu- 
val in us are uviverfally true — of the Effence of God 
‘“ we have a Notion, therefore we mult believe there is 
“<a God — God hath reveal'd them — that is, inward- 
“Jy, asco thefe univerfal Notions, particularly that of 
“che Being of a God, which is indeed prefuppoted in al] 
‘ External Revelation. The fame way did almoft all 
Jearned Men proceed in that Age, and were follow’d 
by others in our own — particularly Dr. More, and the 
Author of Origines Sacre, ( whofe Name will be tuch 
an Eternal Honour to the Englifb Church and Nation, 
that we dare not /effen it fo much as to infert it ina Pa- 
per ofthis Nature ) and the Authority of fuch as thefe 
one wou'd think fhou'd be fufficient at leaft to perlwade 
thofe who defign well to Religion to let it alone as they 
found it, and not to give ic away to the Atheift ; nay, 
help hin with fuch Arguments to deftroy it as the Fool 
himfelf cou’d never have thought on. Nor were thofe 
over mode(t Men who have moit remarkably ongag‘d a- 
gaint it— Dr. Parker, Mr. Turner, and fome others. 
But to proceed to other Arguments, of more force than 
thefe from Conceffion or Authority: And the 

Firft of thefe we ground on what We have already 
proved — Idaa’s in general — if thofe, rather this, be- 
caufe more meceffary, and as has been faid, the foundation 
of Revelation, Morality, and al] Religion. 

Secondly, What's fo neceffary ought to be plain — The 
Knowledge of a God by the Methods of Ratrocination is 
much more tedious and difficult: We arrive unto it, as 
Mr. Turner ackaowledges, by a gradual and painful razjo- 
cination, tho’ thence the Being of God is invincibly de- 
monftrable, yet moft of Mankind are as unfit for it, as 
to demonitrate one of Euclid’s Problems: For how can 
he follow the Atheift thro’ all his Vortexes of Matter, or 
prove it not Eternal? which mutt be done in this Way 
of Argument ; whereas the Way by the Idea is plain 
and clear as the Sun in the Heavens, tho’ Men may fhuc 
their Eyes againft either. 

Thirdly, The Confent of Natiens, which is one of the 
moft invincible Proofs of the Being of a God, and as fuch 
made ule of by Tully, Grotius, Pearfon, and all thofle 
great Men that have Writ on the fame Head: This We 
jay muft in our Opinion be founded on the Argument of 
Connate Idaa’s, and is fo clofely linkt to it, that we can’t 
fee how it can be defended without it, but that it mutt 
feand or fall together with it. For as to thofe particu- 
lar Afen which make up Nations, and are to them as par- 
ticular Nations to the World, either this Notion mult be 
innate in them, or grounded on a Law, or ovving only 
ro Tradition, or deduc’d only from Reafon. That ‘tis not 
founded on Laws only is clear enough, becaufe ’twas be- 
tore Law, ‘tis where there’s no Law, and is granted by 
thefe we are at prefent principally to deal witch, who 
won't fay Religion is only a Trick of State — Which ’tis 
yet plainer it can’t be, fince Poljticians can no more get 


totally rid of Confcience, and a fenfe of a God than other 
Men. ’Tis as plain, that the moft of Men don't deduce 
their Belief of a God from ftrict Proofs of Reafon, fitice 


they generally rake it for granted, and for other Caufes 


~ before alledg’d — Nor yet does this prove it wholly 


Ovving to Tradition, which was in general Confuted on 
the Idea’s — therefore it follovvs that there’s a Principle 
in Nature prior to all thefe which difpofes, and almoft 
neceflitates ‘em,to believe it. And thus We at pretent 
clofe the Argument, againft which if any are pleasd to 
Object, We defire ‘em firft to Anfvver the grounds on 
which We proceed ; which if they can do fairly, Wee’l! 
thank ‘em for having Convine’d us We dre in an Error. 


Apbertifements. 


17"T"He French Academies Great DICTIONARY & 
at laft finifbt, and now in the Frefs. This Ela- 
borate Undertaking bas been carrying on for above Twes ty 
Years im Paris, and being a WOKK thas will prove of fir- 
gular Ufe to the Publick, teveral Eminent Hands have 
Engaged to affift in the Tranflating of-it-:. And toa: the W.rid 
may have a clear Idea of this Ufeful Proje, a Divine thar 
was feveral Years in Paris whil{t this 4 ark wus carrying on, 
bas promifed to draw up a Specimen of it. The Undertakers 
Defign to Print PROPOSALS about it in a little time. 


oF “W"He COMPLE AT LIBRARY for Fanuary is new 
SB Publifhe. Printed for Fobn Danton at the Ra- 
ven in the Poultrey. 


He true Way of Taxing, fhewing what is the Legal 

Rack-Rent for Taxing of Firft, Lay-men; Secondly, 

Of Church-mens real Ejtates equally, as was Debated by the 

Countrey Affeffors of the Land Tax: In a Letter to a Lawyer. 

Which may be very Ufeful for all Commiffioners of his Maje- 
fty's Land-Tax. 


He Carnality of Religious Contention: I” two Ser- 
mons Preached at the Merchants.Ledure in Broad- 
fireet. By John Howe, MMinifter of rhe Golpel. 


He Trueft and Largeft Account of the Late Earthquake 

in Jamaica, June the 7th. 1692. Written by a Reve- 

vend Divine there 10 his Friend in London, with fome Im- 
provement thereof by another Hand. 


All three Printed for Thomas Parkhurf, az the Bible 
and Three Crowns at the lower end of Cheapfide, 
near Mercers-Chappe!. 1693. 


bee Phyfical Diétionary : Wherein the Terms of Ana- 
tomy, the Namesand Cauies of Difeafes, Chirur- 
gical Inftruments and their Ufe; are accurately De- 
icrib'd. Alfo the Names and Virtues of Medicinal Plants, 
Minerals, Stones, Gums, Salts, Earths, er. And the Me- 
hod of choofing the beft Druggs: The Terms of Chy- 
miftry, and of the Apothecaries Art, and the various 
Forms of Medicines, and the ways of Compounding 
them. By Stephen Blancard, m. D. Phyfick-Profelfor at 
Middleburg in Zealand. The Second Edition, with the 
Addition of above a Thouiand Terms of Art, and their 
Explanation. Licens’d and Enter’d according to Order. 
London, Printed tor S$. Crowch at the Corner of Pope’s- 
Head-Alley, car the Royal Exchange in Cornhill. 1693. 


Te Unworthy Non-Communicant : .4 Treatife fhew- 
ing the Danger of Neglecting the Bleffed Sacrament 
The Third Impreffion, with the Addition of Prayers. 


_ OF The Benefit of Early Piety ; fir for all Young Per- 
fons. Both by W. Smithies of ‘Cripplegate. 
G The Prefent War no Burthen to England. 


G@% All Mr. Warrens Parts, in Anfwer to Dr. Burnet’: 
Theory of the Earth. 


Thefe four Sold by John Southby, at the Harrow in 
Cornhill, near tbe Royal Exchange. 
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LONDO N, Printed for Zohw Zounton at the Raven in the Poultrey, 1693. 


